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Historical Background:

* Period of great growth ...between 1200 and 1803 the country doubles in
stze
* This grow inspires an upsurge in national privle and self-awareness

* The 1822 election of Andrew Jackson , “che people’s President,” ushered tn
the era of the common man

° Awerica becomes a player on the world stage
* ndustrialization and technology flourish

® This economic growth brings both great promise and serious social tssues
with tt...child labor, unsafe working conditions, discrimination agatnst
women, and the continuing conflict over slavery
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Principles of Romanticism:

Belief in the natural goodwness of man...that wman, in a state of nature, woulol
behave well, but is hindered by civilization...”The Noble Savage”

Sineerity, spontaneity, and fatth in emotions as the markers of truth

Focus on the individual...what ts special in mawn is to be valued over what is
representative,..emphasis on self-analysis

Nature as a source of tnstruction, delight and nourishment for the soul; return to
nature as a source of tnspiration and wisdowm; celebration of man’s connection to
nature; Life in nature often contrasted with the unnatural constraints of soctety

Affirmation of the values of dewmocracy and the freedom of the individual

Interest in and respect for the past...medieval tales, folk tales, mythology and
the qothic,..the expression of tmagination, the exotic and the supernatural,



Romantie Sewsibuitg:

® The Rationalistic view of urban Life is replaced by the Romantic view
* Ratlonalists saw the city as a place to find success and self-realization
® Rowmantics saw the city as a place of moral corruption, poverty and death

® The Romawtiajourweg s to the aouw’crgsiale,,.mmawtios assoctated the country
with tndependence, moral clarity and purity...an tdyllic place of escape

* The “Gothic Romantic” (Edgar Allan Poe, for exa wmeple) saw the country as a place
of phantasm ( illuston; a phantom)

* Rowmantics value feeling and tntuition over reasow.,

° magination, emotion, spontaneity, feeling and Nature are more tmportant than
rational thought — “heart over mino”
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Authors:

washington
lrving

Awmeriea’s first classic writer,
His work is admired for its
scene-painting, humor and
for unforgettable characters
that have becowee part of our
national consciousness.

rving “Americanized”
familiar old German
folktales and frequently
bncluoled sative in his works.,
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/ Authors:

william Cullen

Brzlawt

In his twenties, Bryjant left the
rural scenes and Puritan
conservatisim of western
Massachusetts for New York
City. Heproduced a small
body of verse of such a high
quality that he is known as
Americn’s flrst major poet,

“Thanatopsis,” one his most
famous poems, offers a
classteally Romantic view of
death as part of a natural,
therefore good, process and
nothing to be feared.
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_Jawes Fenlimore

CDOPﬁV

Cooper was America’s first
major novelist and is most
fawmous for the development of
the classic “Frontier Hero,”

The characteristics of this very
first American literary hero
are:

He ls 501&14{1/&, lnnocent, and
pure of heart

Has a sense of howor baseo not
ow soclety’s rules, but on a
higher principle

Has knowledge of Life/people
through tntuition

Has a love of Nature

Quests for a “higher truth” tn
the natural world




Authors: The
Flrestote Poets
Longfellow, Holmes, Lowell
and Whittier

This group of poets, also known
as the “Householo Poets,” were
the first American poets to rival
the popularity of British poets,
They help bring about the
Literary coming of age of
Awmeriea, Characteristics of
thetlr works tnclude:

‘Ewmphasis on tdealized
traditional value

“Expression of Romantic desire
to escape to a rural paradise of
bunocent peace

“Destre to reform soclety and
create a better world

“Reflect patriotic
sentimentality

“Bellef in the trivumph of virtue,
freedom and Love.




Aweors: Edgar /

Allan Poe

Contributions to American Literature

*Poet

““Father of the Short Story” - ratses this to
an art form

“mventor of the “detective story” - his
character, August Dupain, is the model for
Arthur Conan Dogw’s Sherlock Holmes

*Literary critic - the first American to
evaluate Literary work by close analysis



