Rationalism and The New
Republic

What is an American?




Background
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(describes), responds to (makes a comment about) or
reacts against (rebels) the society in which it appears.

} Therefore, the literature of the Revolutionary Period is
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1 The Revolutionary experience led colonists to think of

the New World as their home and their collective
consciousness of common interests, beliefs and aims

f SR 02 UGKSANI FSStAy3a SY?




Background, cont.

o The emotional sense of being an American was
reflected in the literature which expressed the values
of colonial life:independence, patriotism, a pioneering
spirit, and the desire to prove oneself through hard

work.
u During this time, American Literature was largely
nolitical, and some of the most notable writers of the

period were the founders of the Republic.




Philosophical Setting - “The Age of

Reason”
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u It was initiated by the work of I century scientists

and philosophers such as Sir Isaac Newton and John
Locke.

o Newton gives society a mathematical model of an
orderly cosmos governed by the laws aBfional
(reasoning) God.

u John Locke gives society the Social Contract.




Key Concepts of Rationalism

1 All knowledge comes through the senses. Therefore,
all men are created equal since inequalities can arise
only after birth from differences in sense experiences.
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} Reason Is valued above faith.

1 Belief that man is, by nature, good.

1 Belief in the power of human reason to advance
humanity, which generates optimism.




The Social Contract

Man, in a natural state (good and reasonable), acting in
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to selfgovernment through a Social Contract aimed at
protecting the rights and property of each individual.

Having surrendered some of his personal freedom In
return for this security, natural man was therefore
entitled to overthrow a government that did not fulfill
the contract.

This is the philosophical basis of the American Revolutic




Benjamin Franklin

o Arguably the most

e}ccomglished man o[ hjs
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documents of the Revolution

i Wrote to admonish and
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i Themes included the follies of

the times, the importance of
hard work, responsibility,
westward expansion of the
United States, justice and self
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Thomas Paine

} Convinced that the colonies
must declare independence,

he wrote the enormously
popular pamphleCommon
Sensavhich formed popular
opinion in favor of revolution.

+ During the war years his 16
essays comprisinghe Crisis
boosted American morale
and address a number of war
caused problems.




} Greatest of the philosopher
statesmen who founded the
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} He defined our national
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} He formulated sound theories
2F J2PSNYYSylX
} He possessed a gift for
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